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Abstract

Foresight in trends of the school-age population and undergraduate enrollment of Walailak University aims
to study the trend of the pre-university school-age population during the period 2025 - 2044.This is to support the
prediction of student admissions at Walailak University from the academic year 2026 onwards. As well as to analyze
market competition with comparative universities. This data analysis uses Foresight Tools to analyze, predict and
explain the anticipated future changes. The results found that the trend of newborns and school-age populations
has been continuously decreasing. As of 2025, there were seven hundred thousand school-age people. Each year,
the pre-tertiary school-age population will begin to decrease until 2035, when the number will have dropped to
600,000 and will drop to 500,000 till 2039. Additionally, the number will drop to 400,000 in 2042. This will have a
significant impact on the rate of university students continuing their education in the southern region from 2038
onwards. Walailak University must enroll students from the southern region according to the planned proportion,
which has increased from the previous ratio. It will reach a crisis point starting from 2039 onwards, especially from
entering into a hyper aged society by 2041. From the perspective of Competitive Analysis, Prince of Songkla Uni-
versity is the only university in the southern region that has a true market share. Nonetheless, Walailak University
benefits by being situated in Nakhon Si Thammarat, Songkhla and Surat Thani, the three provinces with the largest
pre-university student populations. Therefore, Walailak University must strengthen public relations efforts to attract
the target group, which is the market share of Prince of Songkla University.This comprises target groups of students
interested in studying at famous private universities in Bangkok Metropolitan Area, as well as chinese students, who

will be able to replace the number of thai students that is decreasing every year.

Keywords: Foresight; Trend of Population; School-aged population; Pre-tertiary school-aged population;

Competitive Analysis; Bioliometrics
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