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The Application of Ex Aequo et Bono by the Basketball Arbitral Tribunal
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Abstract

The principles of Ex Aequo et Bono is a legal concept of a sports arbitrator’s decision requiring that the
means used to rule based upon the idea of fundamental fairness, ensuring a balance between fairness and
commercial consequences. In aspects of sports law, it means the application of general principles of fairness must
be necessary, while in the global sports arbitration, it provides flexibility and conciliation causing identification of
common interests and sport-related dispute resolutions in the sports judicial proceedings compared to inflexibility
and provocation within formal judicial processes. The paper addresses the concepts of Ex Aequo et Bono as a
default decisional standard applicable by the Basketball’s Arbitration Tribunal (BAT). This paper also allows to
deepen understanding of how the concepts of Ex Aequo et Bono intersect with equity in specific basketball
circumstances and strict basketball governing rules. By integrating these areas, the default decisional standard Ex
Aequo et Bono that allows the BAT’s arbitrators for a certain degree of flexibility in their decision-making. The
paper then examines developments in key aspects of the BAT’s Ex Aequo et Bono decisions, including new

challenges from Article 15.1 of the BAT Rules and its limitations, before drawing some conclusions.

Keywords: Arbitration; Sports law; Basketball Arbitral Tribunal; International Basketball Federation;
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daufl 2: n1518181MEN Ex Aequo et Bono
wuSulAidniudafiaasevasana BAT

dmsunszuiunisefsssulufimuiainaves
Junszuaunsefssauluguuuiivey anudnvansly
grunasziutofinmiliing uainnsusmsUnasasinn
UNALNAUBATDIDIANTUTMITUNATOIAWIUIELNAUDA
g1na LA aNUsUNEINAUBAaRIUITIR (International
Basketball Federation %38 FIBA) sufatdund dlunis
uSmsunaseaiurainaueaanasududass dnaln
drdnylun1sszfudefinan (Resolution of Disputes) fi
Aatulunisldsrunausmsdnasesiuunainaueaaina
ﬂgszLﬁ'auﬁm’mmmLﬁumaumﬂaqﬁﬂw%miﬂﬂmaq
Anluuulidnfuteaatadieysmngliannsssfu
Jofinm warlvitgnavidadnslasunsiletelindudiug
Fuziiu Inedimafuianaueavesaniusuanaves
WA n3era BAT iWueernsudnlunisldsnuia
svfudofinmil Tefinmiliieadesiunisusmsunases
Awrurainaueaaina o1aiudeininseninainiun
ulainauea (Players) 50U ARINTNIINITA WA
UENAUDA (1YY LalEumnWIuIdInAUDa (Basketball
Agents) M3 0% A n@dUAWIUIALNAUBA (Basketball
Coaches) “1a%1) AUALNATARIVIALNAUD AN UAINA
(Affiliated Basketball Clubs) ¥ise@u1ANA®IUIENAUBA
fugana (Affiliated Basketball Associations) 138521119

aluasiunurainmueansiealuashnuiainnueadiog
aeldisrunansuimsunaseues FIBA fefules fiin
Mnnnsnagivideastiumsnseviitldveusengsudey
veruTSssaasseusan Gunusnihdefinmiug
anUusziutefininues FIBA n3e1a BAT Ld lnuda
BAT fintiiifadetvndefinmiiieduasasdndinim
W3BUARININNISAN UazsnwAnugRssulunsus
Umsunasesimbiusingeglursnisfivuianaues
a1na

dnsudeulmvasnisieseliima BAT 3laded
Pndefinmiu gnsdivieginmiesiinisgnssaimely
FIBA ooy dunneanuindignadivieqiininde

=

wilshelagnidudadnsusegnufiRedreldidusssuan

Y

nsldguduliveuniungseieuvesautAuAnInge
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aluasiu viegninfmnIeyAaINIMIeNIsANINTEY
n1segniseg1elasulfunseudde a5esssunie
2338055 UlHUNL T2 d8UIRIEN 15U HISUNAT DS
AKUIEANAUBaYDY FIBA WAINIINTLVINNTENUABAND
ogrmilseglavosfgnldudsdns fonliudedvideni
3990 9AMENTIUNITIUBUDY FIBA (FIBA Disciplinary
Panel) Wi oliAair NN 0809 FIBA douaiumLay
farsaneenmdaiionisudmsunasosiun T fds
#3150 IMyN193138 (Disciplinary Decisions) e1ansel

wiaginmlineladdsdsnanideinisanssallauds

o o A

ANFILNBN1TUSINITUNATRINWIUNENAUDANBUNITUNVD

&

finmiugena BAT wingfinniignldugsdnsviogn
UfuRegsliifusssuldanunisildonaflesafivena
BAT I¢f umuneanuimndinisgnssalifoudenudn
AMENITUNITITIT8aN5T0iU03 FIBA (FIBA Appeals
Panel) onaitadugssaitefinmitldgnssallasfionsan
foumuiefanumuiienuiivsng duaiednwal
gnwslungsztfeudin18n15uInI5UNATIN WY
UIANAVBATY FIBA a8191AT3ATA ANz ufuIng
15.1 UM9UsEI0UYIIARAINIIARIVIANAVDATDY
BAT (Article 15.1 of the BAT Arbitration Rules) ¢ 214
naninailngeselnlenaliaa BAT ldnantiale
nsiladeduadefinmanumdn Ex Aequo et Bono T
ma BAT ldfivesnsdumanussmnefiufisiee s
gAsssuiithamssegludsnuiniuiainauea vieainu
usssuusmainmadenufuiedauiaiafians
Usingeglurenisfimiuiainauea ununisiafniu

1% °

D0YAINS LU BAIIUANUAITNWSIINEIE19AE7 LAY

v ¢ a

HARNSUBIANYATITUNTDAINYNABIANUTIANANLNEY

Iova

T TdUlAdIUE T UINITAWIUIANAUDARA BINT LA

3

v

ad ululanisiwiunainauea (Basketball Arbitral
Tribunal, 2026) laen15U5UNaN Ex Aequo et Bono T4
WA UT DL 9959 813N AITUIANWINNUS UNVBDS
anrunisalmudefinnd1And u Tudndrund 18
nnszideuimenisuimsunasesiwiuianauaalle
Taelenld lalldnededsduliiusonnuuasuulas
Y89uMAIWIIANAUea iormunngssideuiold

v W

Teduarvauaulsengaves auluianisnun

udnAueasgesAnusaUAIY Aunviliiingeeinluy
ngsetdeudanand (Gaps in the FIBA Rules) n1susumen
Ex Aequo et Bono m1au1#31 151 unsUszula
aug lanaINIsiwIvIanaueates BAT Midunumia
wil 47 vl IR annse Y e9d19veangszidou
(Gap-filing) et uldlunisifadedvadeinm
(Radke, 2019)

agelsdary wamsy 152w 9Ussuaa
U IlANAINISAIUIAINAUEAYeY BAT (Article 15.2 of
the BAT Arbitration Rules) la31eud ninasaiionldan
(Basketball Arbitral Tribunal, 2026) (n) mﬂq'ﬁwwﬂé’f
sufunnaudenliounlanainsbadedesiiusing
Tunguunsegstasunieiforuinnglungse dou
aE1ATIASALET By lanaInisdeldlindn Ex Aequo
et Bono witadedvndefinwiluai udeuglanainis
7 83AAUAINA T NEIAIUIINg oY lunguenTe
ngsuilavegiansenin vie (v) lunsalifinisndenty
U IANAINTARFUARAIUN NNEvTaNg seidsuny
ANUUsTAsATINANYRENINAINgT3 oy lanainis
Fndumundnnguuneviengssdeuiiounylanainis

wiwdmunzay Tunsdiina1nund ganimazdeariinum

¥
=1

ilevnvasnguminedinanaiasinanusuldsumsiionsan
Foinm wnldannsasvuadonvosnguanedild
Gadula Mildnguuneaia (Swiss Law) unu
919dANINANNINIINMIEETE (NYNU18VD
auINussgada (Swiss Confederation) #3 oUseine
adnwoiuaus (Switzerland) 1AgateaiunszuIuTg
yA535UvD9 BAT 0814ls Fae1veSurgleinngmneaia
Dunnuaneiily dwiunsliéndedns uihd uazanu
Sullavouues BAT sy BAT nesameldngvanetentu
@73 @ (Jurisdiction of the Swiss Private International
Law Act (PILA)) (Swiss Arbitration Centre, 2021) W@y
sudunsandudefinmlulssvaaiawesuaus doidu
andusuylanainsdasemungvineaia Balundndu
FIBA figstuluainigesuaus fanundudfyaaany
nnuNBlenTUAINgVIEETa indies BAT Adaadnde
ngvineaia uay FIBA Adedldgnnavtilunisuinis

Unasesussaaudnvasnulindulumungnuneaisa
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#aidinms 187(2) 989 PILA (Article 187(2) of the PILA)
NaninueiteliTig Aninnnd1ee1vseusuli
aunlnna1n1sldnan Ex Aequo et Bono lun15itiady
Fundofinmle 51"1@_jﬁwwwhwﬁdshﬂiw%ﬁjﬁwmuﬂ
drelasousuliaugilanainislivdn Ex Aequo et
Bono fandnd auglagainisgelienalivdn Ex Aequo
et Bono Tun1sifadevindefinmle dununeaui
1M1 15.1 WagannsT 15.2 uwislseanaaynlanainis
AMuanNAUeaYes BAT duaninusidenndos duly
pt19ndeen A UNIATT 187(2) vea PILA §nvi a8l
aszarAaludanioudsiuuinsn 187(2) a99 PILA
(Baddeley, 2022)

fafina1a 3 ludrady fidsuddedang Ay
WANA 938NI 19N15ITRE N Ex Aequo et Bono mu
U5212an158U4 Y lAAaINI1ININITANIVY CAS AU
ﬂixmaaaqmﬂmﬁlawm‘aﬁmmammuaa“ﬂaa BAT 9814
Wiulddn fina BAT anunsaldnafidalunisuiuldndn ex
Aequo et Bono I 19 1A ud e aasslaeg196ass
Vuldeudginnanasenlisgredaauinlidliena BAT
T¥dn Ex Aequo et Bono uililénguunefigiiniman
asriwnudentd Tunsaseiudiuaia CAS liansald
naffausunan Ex Aequo et Bono Tildnfudaiiiaass
lasenuies viudeunginmazanasduseuduaie
dnwaldnwyiliaa CAS Tdnan Ex Aequo et Bono a1
Uulhdrtudeiaasals dumneanudinsyuauns
gf5TINYRY FIBA sausuiudouazlvidaszunma BAT &y
Wundnuseiuanuidudaszi@sanrdu (nstitutional
Independence) vesrina BAT Waiuisaldnaniiausy
Nan Ex Aequo et Bono T 19 1A Ut aLvi 995 anse
anumsaiiiatuly

o @

Annuuninsaineia BAT ldnandausunan Ex

q

Aequo et Bono Mt i udaLiiaas v’ eaniunisald
RAnduld udhena BAT Afluuslthlunsweusudeifianss
aueiladevinvesra BAT luadneunindusgas
1IN NTLUIUNITEATITUARIVIANAUBATDY FIBA &
wwmnaludgeusunenisyeusuiladomiansuiugf
mmﬁUﬁﬂQiuﬁﬁﬁﬁ]58%m1m%aﬁwmmawmma CAS

luafdu 9 Usenilednma BAT Wenenunnaussing1ung

FNYIANYATITULAZANTIANGNADITOUSTTIIRNLT
WoRuasesdAnsiadnnd uil ugruvosauauf W
vanauea aluasfuiuianauea Unisuianaues
V38UARINTNNNISANIVIANAUDADY 9 naDAIUATIS
AanulsylevinouunuliiunnigliufiRsnemeuunu
s?faﬁ’uuazr’fuﬂwdﬁé’zymuwmqmmmuasmauLwlama
Tnednifiadetvnnvesma BAT lunfreudeiduuuang
(Precedent) Tina1nisena BAT luadnaslddndelunis

v
o v

Aadetnatefinmiliniunie FIBA 1HuuunUfoa
iiesusesemugissaliAntulusnstinuiainauen
a1na iaduasesUsrlovinauunuiinndofifeld
v3adosUjiRnouunudetunaziuegramungan 8aly
nifuena BAT §a98NTINgIUvANINTINIS A Ug A
nsvidgyymisdennasseninausinigeg aelanis
uImsUnasoswes FIBA lusandgfsssutnaainnis
15U suTEnIeiy aulinisnansdadeiduwun
U URlunsvidysywisedennasseninagaululnisim
UIANAUDAAINA

(n) A13adedunma BAT i 0634/14 Uaka
Lakovic & Bill A. Duffy International Inc. v. SS Felice
Scandone S.p.A., BAT 0634/14, Award, 3 June 2015) ﬁ
f1a BAT 3dadululuviuesiidnaa BAT 81auen
{09939 1 thunUsenaunsiiansandae tneanie
pgdamndesalungszifouusngitlideiau vie
wnUaesliinsinunuisnesed1ansense fenq
ihlugnadnsiiaiannligisssunazelriAnanulsl
§Nie998UsITHey 1T AUl uauluanIun1sal
zasTiinty Taieesiiintulusdid Juide
Fourludnyayii S Felice Scandone S.p.A. aluasiun

a1 W v

vranauealulssinadadn dya1d ndreud glo

Y

v o

VU laas19nsyeg1edeeinwn Jaka Lakovie WnAKD
utrdlnaueadgsifalalideuay Bill A Duffy
International Inc. ﬁﬁummm&iuﬁmm Jaka Lakovic¢ 4
= Y a = a o

Dugdyardndreniauiuauais ludyyiusing
FoRNAILN BINVANINAITT 195119 SS Felice

v v

Scandone S.p.A. dluasfiwiuianausasudiaiu Jaka

Lakovie Wnfisrurainmnueas1fnatelddenna 4 g

wilpunaluasidauselevillviee SS Felice Scandone
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SpA aluasiniuiainausanudeinves Jaka Lakovic
\Jusensunn vinle Jaka Lakovic aniludeideidiou
pg1¢laidu fna BAT F9ldudn Ex Aequo et Bono a1
Uuihfudamaasudeanunsaidedyaitlddusssu
Mantu dslddygriliusssudenandeduldifies
Wi usssunasneaualsuingdl (Basketball Arbitral
Tribunal, 2015)

(2) F13dadeTuinmna BAT @ 1592/20 (Trevor
Dawon Releford & Starvision Enterprise Ltd. v.
Basketball Lowen Braunschweig GmnH, BAT 1592/20,
Award, 11 February 2021) fiena BAT Afaseluluvhues
741 Trevor Releford tfiwuianAueaIaREN way
Starvision Enterprise Ltd. IfiuanaLalgudvas Trevor
Releford 1f5fgﬂ Léwen Braunschweig GmbH @luasin
vanauealulseimAlesiuensaenUIsuseelididy
5354 LW31% Lowen Braunschweig GmbH alauasiwa
vanauoadudsinues Trevor Releford 31t aule
vnegaieaiudennaniertuanmnisdne wu n1sine
Rufou nsdneatsssuidoueigudiniug uagn1sine
nonvd sanad e laifusssuun Trevor Releford wa
Starvision Enterprise Ltd. & 90 va18Uu5991uL80 3571
ougwliedsannsosmundoulundiludennas
WAerfuanimnsane windeulumardavyinldunedne
Ii3eveensbeanuazgninsdeadeiuiovegidliiiu
5391 LR Tiosena BAT 3sldwdn Ex Aequo et Bono a1
UuhfudamessuiSeanunsaidedyaitlddusssu
MAntu delddyaritliiusssudenandeiuldifies
wihiiJusssuuasneaunisunnsd Tnediena BAT 3dade
Turhuesiiduasnisldnafidavesana BAT fiena BAT
awnsaviudeamaasdlidiiudenguuneussueesiv
1§ asuwihiinguaneussimugesiulidaviondsiumndn
Ex Aequo et Bono Bntag nsdivndeluadidldnnas
Busanogstniaulima BAT 19udn Ex Aequo et Bono
11Ut o 993 s edaun1sal i i g uld
(Basketball Arbitral Tribunal, 2021b)

() T Taded 91amAa BAT W 1739/21
(Wasserman Media Group v. Basketball Club Partizan,
BAT 1592/20, Award, 27 April 2021) fifna BAT 3fiadt

Tulwhuesfidnnsfialuasiwiuiainauea Basketball
Club Partizan lugugdidualuasiuiviainaueadi
dafinves Andrea Trinchieri §RnasuiIUIANAUDAYY
818 vihdya1ddinasuinfvuiainavealagli
szgzhajuRnuliivaluas 3 gonasewdng 2018 fie
2021 Tagszylianeaessuid guiaiey us dniwl
VIanNAUDA (Agent Fees) ) 7iazdosdngly Wasserman
Media Group LLC Augug v0 utoie ue Wnfiun
U@NAUDAYEY Andrea Trinchieri) Wuduau 50,000 ¢
15 (EUR) Tusgning 2019 919 2020 wazrlusening 2020
e 2021 pg19lsAnudan1UAITAINITUNT SEUIAVBS
Tsafinsold olasalalsun 2019 (A%A-19) (COVID-19)
ATENUA DADTUNINNIINTIT UV A LUET FlNETIS
NYY1UNIT 8819l T18A5TTULT BULBLE WA U NAWN
vanauaanufinnasiuenl3fu Wasserman Media
Group LLC a29miln LWinLW}ﬁiW Andrea Trinchieri 1§
venidndaa wardreauedludaindaluasdu (aluas
fwrutainauea FC Bayern Munich) Ly i 1o
Wasserman Media Group LLC Tugﬂuzﬁ'ltﬂ ULDLEURA
Faunuwes Andrea Trinchieri 3sidafnmluaftunty
df1a BAT weuiea BAT 1i3d0adua1IW Wasserman
Media Group LLC @una5lasumA1sssuidouioig ua
YNANIVIANAUDE INTIEVOANALIN9INA15TINL TN
o udinAwnvaveasg1edaaudosdu “doywyad
SUUTEAUNITINIEAIMDULNU” U5 “Guaranteed
Contract” Aa BAT T9%an Ex Aequo et Bono 11U5U
Fudeiiaasdundd il eliioguddniwuainauea
Tasuanudusssulunisineasssuilediaguddnivm
vnanauaakazAmausnunsiiununanslaluasnmm
vnainaueanudananuinfwuisinaueaniegladaiala
Uselewy (Finder's Fee) € 9mna BAT e mdn Ex
Aequo et Bono 11U5 Ul ud e a3 sluadii olv
Wasserman Media Group LLC 1u§7u317iLﬁj ULDLY UA
YnAwrunainauead vinuselewd i saluasfun
UtdLnmuea Basketball Club Partizan @ g Andrea
Trinchieri 33A33lasUAIRBULNUANUNSURURMUVBIA

PENENNALNG wiEdianunTalladn-19 nsenusie
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A071ULN19N15 I uVeELuATARY (Basketball Arbitral

Tribunal, 2021a)

dauil 3: nsAnwdiassianuiinieainnis
Usuld'van Ex Aequo et Bono ¥a4f1a BAT lu
nszuaunssziudeinmiwiunaiinuea

PileuiidedaunaindofinmilAstestunisly
#an Ex Aequo et Bono du Frdudefinima uafu
é’ﬁgz:y’m?a%Mﬂaﬁwﬂ’aﬁﬂlmqmsﬁmaq’ﬁﬁ‘yugmm
PANANDaTEIUNIING (Private Autonomy) LaglasnIw
lunsvindayayn (Freedom of Contract) ¥AnluIanTg
AMIUNENAUDA LiEuaNg TetdeudIInI8AITUTIIS
UnasosfuIuIanauoaues FIBA Qﬂﬁmumsﬁmﬁaﬁﬁu
auansidennamsedyylunnisiuuiainaueali
Anugndoaziusssu mnadyamseganasiulal
U UAMIULAD fi1a BAT fig1unaseiudeiinivuaszd
srunaddlidedyyvietonnaciliidusssufuiingld
Seduihitlusssunasneaunsuningd Gadunaiidord
arund et uluaiuninst 15.1 wazu1ns 15.2 Wi
Uszanaoygilanainsiwiunainaueaves BAT Al
AU ANAINITVRIAIA BAT anunsaldnaiilaldnan Ex
Aequo et Bono lun1sidaded vindefinanle du
UEANNIIUTTLIROUANINNAINISAIUIANAURAVDY
BAT fviuawuanisdliunena BAT ieldwdn Ex Aequo
et Bono lunsfinnsanindedyavsetennadlaiilaidu
5951 warlidunaudmaiiazdslidedygviedennasi
Tidusssuduiinalddefuwiiiussunasneauesud
nsil Usznrmeyylanain1siwiuianauaaves BAT i
anvazidungszdoumdunszuiunisgfsssuin
viainavea Judalenaliena BAT idluunsnues
(Intervention) Myvihdyavsedennasseninagifeidos
duusiunmeldsiuanisuimsunasesiiuiainauea
299 FIBA A28n15USUNaN Ex Aequo et Bono Ty
Toifianssvideanunisal ieliiAnamdusssuusng
lurnisfimuiainavea Viuwdgdgyainnanduaie
dnwaldnwiinlddeanisiiaia BAT ldwan Ex Aequo et

Bono 11UsENaunsItadedvindafiny @1a BAT Al

919k Man Ex Aequo et Bono 1USuldniudeiviaass
viseanunsaliintuluails

2819l5Any wiinsuSuldndn Ex Aequo et
Bono 10A1a BAT Jusgiumslinafiieesadaszues

v Y a '

@@ BAT flazusuldfudaninam usn1sidalenaliaia
BAT Mudnnsiduind Aazdeuldifiuinnguueindae
nMsuSsUnAsesiUIaRnUBauad FIBA 91901nAY
fTuAatuou (Legal Certainty) tn3nengsztfouuny
Uszinuenaludanudalaunsevinnnuliuey e
woflazliiena BAT awsavwusulidfutaionsdu
ynaaunsaiitinaudaudssyrinagausansnsiin
vrainueaainald N15910A70T UAIRY UBUTD
ﬂgizLﬁEJ‘ULﬂiuiwﬁmadwaiﬁ@muimqmsﬁmmaLﬁm
voadnav1nA1uLd et ulunisveduldns og198a

N IEleudvienIsuTmMsUnATesRIUIAINAUea

ayunanisAnen
lngasy wian Ex Aequo et Bono Hunumnanfay

a

ABNTLUIUNTYRATITUAWIUIANAUDA LNT1ZAE BAT lu
srgiduandussTudofimmmdnlunszuiunisyfsssy
a3 fudiadeseduadefinmldiiuluny
nY3eteudNNIgNIsUTMTUNATOINWIVIANAUDATDS
FIBA ogradunandldidndrednenisdelanasidudass
UsnAannnisaseud s uaarvudadud van
(Adjudication) Yt fi3tedetuadefinimmianisiiin
vnanaueasg 1 dunienig Lﬁaiﬁwagﬂﬁu@ﬁﬂ/vﬂwnﬂ

fe Inednaa BAT Usultdwan Ex Aequo et Bono Tude

' £
a A a =

fnmiiAedy deuneliAnnadndiduidndugniined
gimmyndedios fiRnuddnuasiidusssusionnine
LarsnuIANgnFBereusTINlUTINgsev Ale i
\Aeadaatudaiinan fensldwdn Ex Aequo et Bono
vosra BAT iundnusziuiloduasesgiinimyndgls
Tasuanudusssulunszuiunisyfsssunienisiiu

VNdnauea

AnAnssuUsEnIA
n1sdeuunauadul d159qa99a99879

auysalld desvounszananiusiwIvIanNavea
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UIU19IA (International Basketball Federation %5 ®
FIBA) M dnlvidgiudeyangsetdoudnnienisuinig
Unasesfimuiainaueaaina viliE e a1 sadnd

Joyafisnunonadeuunaruaduille

n1sldUeuayUszhng (Generative Al Tuauideuids
w13

s

lilaldimIosiiotayg1UszAuws (Generative Al)

<

Tunslguunanu

Fduasunungidey

UAmw agdues: SURAYOUNITINNTBULLIAN
LaglASIES 19VDIUNAIN; NITNUNIUITTUNTTULAE
wwAafitisIdes MIinssiuazeAuTedmdnnis;
N33 8ULS 99 URTULaTUS ULA MUY BLEUBLULUD
HN3en Al mimwaaummgﬂﬁawauﬁyamuas

sUkuURouAAL
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